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SOURCE A

Nawab Siraj-ud-Duala opposed the growing British power in Bengal in 1757. Robert Clive, 
commander of the British East India Company’s troops that had just retaken Calcutta from the 
Nawab, began to re-establish control of Bengal. Clive was heavily outnumbered by the Nawab’s 
forces, but persuaded Mir Jafar, the Nawab’s commander, to switch sides and not fight when the 
two armies met. The Nawab opened the battle with heavy gunfire which went on until it started to 
rain heavily. Clive’s troops covered their cannon and muskets to protect them from the rain, whilst 
the Nawab’s troops did not. When the rain cleared, Clive attacked. The Nawab’s troops retreated. 
22 of Clive’s soldiers were killed and 500 of the Nawab’s soldiers were killed. 

From Seven Years’ War: Battle of Plassey by Kennedy Hickman

SOURCE B

The British East India Company

A painting of a British official of the British East India Company riding in an Indian 
procession in 1825. 
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